RALPH WALDO EMERSON                          165

ordained, and before long he was minister of the Second
Church in Boston.

Part of Emerson's dream had come true, but now, as
so often happens, he discovered that the reality was
different from what he had hoped and imagined it
would be. Emerson was a novel thinker, which means
that he had his own ideas about many questions and
did not merely accept what he had been taught to think
or what most people about him believed. This applied
to religious matters as well as to other subjects, and
before long he discovered that he could not agree with
some of the things he as a clergyman was supposed to
believe in and uphold. This, for a man as honest and
upright as Emerson, was enough to make him resign
his ministry, which he did in the summer of 1832, and
so, at the age of twenty-nine, he found himself without
a vocation in life and with the great dream of his boy-
hood shattered. At least so it must have seemed then,
but as a matter of fact that dream was to come true in
the future.

This was a very unhappy period of Emerson's life.
In 1829 he had married a beautiful young girl of
eighteen named Ellen Tucker, but her good looks were
the fragile beauty of ill-health, and she died of con-
sumption early in 1832, a few weeks before he gave up
his ministry. Emerson felt her loss terribly, while added
to this trouble was anxiety for two younger brothers,
Edward and Charles, whose health broke down about
this time. Eventually both died, Edward in 1834 and
Charles in 1836.

No wonder that, with all these worries and sorrows.